Abdominal tuberculous abscesses in AIDS patients: percutaneous treatment.
to analyze certain epidemiological and ultrasonographic features, and the response to percutaneous treatment, of abdominal tuberculous abscesses in patients with human acquired immunodeficiency syndrome. we reviewed the clinical records and ultrasonographic findings in 7 patients with abdominal tuberculous abscesses who were treated in our service by ultrasonography-guided percutaneous drainage. in 5 patients there was a previous diagnosis of AIDS. The abscesses (two in one patient) were located mainly in the retroperitoneum and appeared mottled at ultrasonography. Seven of the abscesses were drained via catheter, whereas in the remaining case aspiration puncture was used. Mycobacterium tuberculosis was found in the drained material in 6 patients, and 1 case presented superinfection by Enterococcus faecalis. Percutaneous drainage was effective in 6 patients, and in the remaining case it was only palliative. the incidence of abdominal tuberculous abscesses is increasing in patients with AIDS, and in some patients it is the first symptom. Abscesses are located primarily in the retroperitoneum. They can be dealt with satisfactorily by percutaneous drainage guided by ultrasonography.